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How to Use This Guide 
 

This strategy guide is built around a 6-week pre-examination timeline — the period most law 
students have between the end of teaching and the start of written exams. If you have less time, 
compress the phases proportionally. If you have more, use the extra time in Phase 3 (deep 
revision). 
 
The guide covers every dimension of exam preparation: how to triage your subjects, how to build a 
study schedule that holds, how to read and revise efficiently, how to write answers that score, and 
how to manage the final 48 hours. 
 

THE 6 PHASES AT A GLANCE 
Phase 1  (Week 6 before exam)  —  Audit & Triage: Know your ground before you begin 
Phase 2  (Week 5)  —  Foundation Build: Filling critical gaps 
Phase 3  (Weeks 3–4)  —  Deep Revision: Subject by subject, concept by concept 
Phase 4  (Week 2)  —  Active Recall & Past Papers: Testing under pressure 
Phase 5  (Week 1 / Final week)  —  Consolidation & Answer Writing 
Phase 6  (Last 48 hours + Exam Day)  —  Final protocol 

 

PHASE 01  Audit & Triage  [ WEEK 6 ] 
6 weeks before exams — Know your ground before you begin 

 
Most students begin exam preparation by opening their notes at page one and reading forward. 
This is the single biggest preparation mistake — it treats all topics as equally important and ignores 
strategic prioritisation. 

Step 1 — Build Your Subject Inventory 
Before revising anything, map out exactly what you are dealing with. For each subject: 

• List every unit / topic in the syllabus from the university question paper structure 
• Identify how many questions typically come from each unit (past paper analysis) 
• Note your current level of preparedness: Strong / Moderate / Weak 
• Note the exam weightage of each subject and whether it is internal or external assessment 

 

Step 2 — Subject Triage Table 
Use this framework to classify every subject before you begin revision. Be brutally honest — the 
goal is clarity, not comfort. 

Subject Priority Exam 
Distance Recommended Strategy 

Constitutional Law High Close 
Revise daily. Prioritise landmark cases 
and Art. 12–35. Do 2 past paper Qs per 
day. 
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Subject Priority Exam 
Distance Recommended Strategy 

Law of Contracts High Far 
Solid foundation already — maintain with 
weekly 1-hour revision. Focus on specific 
relief and breach remedies. 

Law of Torts Medium Close 
Target high-yield topics: negligence, 
absolute liability, nuisance. One case brief 
per day. 

Code of Civil 
Procedure High Close 

Procedural subject — flowcharts and 
sequence diagrams work best. Memorise 
key sections. 

IPC / BNS Medium Far 
Focus on general exceptions (Chapter IV) 
and elements of key offences. Build a 
section-concept table. 

Jurisprudence Medium Close 
Schools of thought comparison table. 
Know the 5 key theorists and their core 
arguments. 

[Your Subject 7] High Close Fill in based on your own audit. 

[Your Subject 8] Medium Far Fill in based on your own audit. 

 

THE TRIAGE PRINCIPLE 
In any exam season, you have three types of subjects: subjects you know well (maintain them), 
subjects you know moderately (improve them the most — highest ROI), and subjects you are 
weak in (decide how much time they deserve based on their exam weightage). 
Spending equal time on all subjects is the wrong strategy. Spend proportional time — most on 
high-weightage, moderate-prep subjects. 

 

Step 3 — Analyse 5 Years of Past Papers 
Past paper analysis is non-negotiable. Law exams are pattern-based. Spend one full day doing this 
— it pays back every hour: 

• For each subject, collect the last 5 years of question papers 
• Map which topics appear every year vs. occasionally vs. rarely 
• Identify the question types: problem-based (hypothetical facts), theoretical, case-comment, short 

answer 
• Count how many questions from each unit appear on average 
• Circle questions you cannot currently answer — these become your revision priority list 

 

! The 80/20 Rule of Law Exams 
Approximately 80% of exam marks come from 20% of the syllabus — the high-frequency, 
high-weightage topics. Identify these topics through past paper analysis and ensure you 
have mastered them before moving to lower-frequency content. 
This is not about cutting corners. It is about being strategic with finite preparation time. 
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PHASE 02  Foundation Build  [ WEEK 5 ] 
Week 5 — Fill critical gaps before deep revision begins 

 
Phase 2 is about ensuring you have the foundational understanding of every major topic before you 
try to revise it. Revising something you never properly understood the first time is inefficient — you 
will revise the wrong thing. 

What to Do in Phase 2 
• For subjects marked 'Weak' in your triage: do one focused reading session per topic (not full 

revision — understanding pass) 
• Read the judgment in full for any landmark case you have only read the headnote of 
• For procedural subjects (CPC, CrPC/BNSS): draw the full procedural flow on paper — institution 

of suit → trial → judgment → appeal 
• For subjects with complex definitions (IPC/BNS, Evidence): create a definition table — term, 

section number, key words, example 
• Ask your professor for clarification on any concept you have not understood after self-study — do 

this in Phase 2, not Phase 5 
 

The Master Document — Your Core Revision Tool 
If you do not already have a Master Document for each subject, build one now. It should contain: 

1 Key Definitions 
Every statutory definition with section number. Every judicial definition from landmark 
cases. Format: Term | Section | Key Words | Case Reference 

 

2 Case Bank 
One line per case: Case Name (Year) — What court — Ratio in one sentence. Organised 
by topic, not alphabetically. 

 

3 Important Sections 
Section number | Subject matter | Key operative words | Any important proviso or exception 
| One example of application. 

 

4 Topic Summaries 
For each major topic: a 10–15 line summary in your own words. This is what you read the 
night before the exam — not your full textbook. 

 

5 Previous Year Questions 
Organised by topic. Annotate each question with: how many times it has appeared, whether 
you can answer it, and what the key points of the answer are. 
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PHASE 03  Deep Revision  [ WEEKS 3–4 ] 
Weeks 3–4 — Subject by subject, concept by concept 

 
Phase 3 is the core of your exam preparation — two full weeks of structured, subject-by-subject 
deep revision. This is where most marks are built or lost. 

Structuring Your Deep Revision Week 
A deep revision week for a student with 6 subjects should be structured as follows: 

Day Focus What to Do 

Monday Subject 1 — Full 
Revision 

Read your Master Document top to bottom. Revise all case 
briefs. Solve 2 past-paper questions under timed conditions 
(45 min each). 

Tuesday Subject 2 — Full 
Revision 

Same structure as Monday. Subject 2 in full. 

Wednesday Subject 3 — Full 
Revision 

Same structure. Subject 3. Include any problem-based 
questions for this subject. 

Thursday Subject 4 — Full 
Revision 

Same structure. Subject 4. 

Friday Subject 5 — Full 
Revision 

Same structure. Subject 5. 

Saturday Subject 6 + 
Weak Topic 
Catch-Up 

Subject 6 in the morning. Afternoon: revisit any topic from 
Mon–Fri you struggled with. 

Sunday Integration + 
Rest 

Morning: 2-hour review of the week — what do you still not 
know? Afternoon: complete rest. No studying. 

 

THE NON-NEGOTIABLE REST DAY 
Sunday (or whichever day you designate) is a complete rest day — no notes, no past papers, no 
'light reading'. 
Cognitive consolidation of complex legal material requires sleep and mental recovery. Students 
who study seven days straight perform worse in the second week than those who rest on 
Sunday. This is not an opinion — it is how memory works. 

 

How to Revise a Subject — The 4-Step Method 
 

Step 
1 

Read Your Master Document (40 min) 
Do not re-read the textbook. Your Master Document is a concentrated version of what you 
need. Read it top to bottom without stopping to add new notes. 

 

Step 
2 

Active Case Recall (20 min) 
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Close your notes. On a blank page, write the names of every case you remember for this 
subject and their one-line ratio. Check yourself against your case bank. Gaps = what you 
must revisit. 

 

Step 
3 

Timed Past Paper Answer (45 min) 
Pick one problem question and one theory question from past papers. Write full answers 
under timed conditions — pen on paper, not typed. Law exams are handwritten — 
practise the format you will use. 

 

Step 
4 

Post-Answer Review (15 min) 
Check your answer against your Master Document. What did you miss? What was weak? 
Add those gaps to your 'Must revisit' list for that subject. 

 

Revising Case Law — The One-Line Ratio System 
Law students often waste revision time re-reading entire judgments. After Phase 2, you should not 
need to read a full judgment again. Instead, use the one-line ratio system: 

• Every case = one line: Name (Year) — Court — Ratio in 15 words or fewer 
• Example: 'Maneka Gandhi (1978) SC — Art. 21 procedure must be fair, just, and reasonable — 

not merely law-book procedure.' 
• Organise cases by topic, not by year or name 
• For Constitution Bench cases, note the bench strength — it signals the weight of the precedent 
• For overruled cases, note what overruled them — examiners love testing this 

 

Revising Statutes — The Section Map 
For statute-heavy subjects (IPC/BNS, CPC, Evidence, BNSS), do not revise section by section. 
Instead: 

• Identify the 15–20 most frequently examined sections in each statute (past paper analysis) 
• For each section: number, subject matter, key words, proviso, and one application example 
• For procedural statutes: draw a flowchart of the complete procedure — Order/Section number at 

each step 
• Read sections in the context of their chapter — the chapter heading tells you the purpose of the 

provision 

 

PHASE 04  Active Recall & Past Papers  [ WEEK 2 ] 
Week 2 — Stop reading. Start testing. 

 
Phase 4 is the hardest phase for most students — because it requires you to stop the comfort of 
passive reading and start the discomfort of testing yourself. The discomfort is the point. 

Why Active Recall Beats Re-Reading 
Decades of cognitive science research confirm that testing yourself — attempting to recall 
information without looking at notes — produces 2–3 times better long-term retention than re-
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reading the same material. In law exams, where you need to retrieve case names, section numbers, 
and principles under pressure, active recall is not optional — it is the method. 

Flashcard 
Method 

Case & Section Recall 
Front: Case name + year. Back: Court + ratio + one key fact. Review the morning 
of each revision day. For sections: Front: Section number and statute. Back: 
Subject matter and key words. 

 

Blank 
Page 

Method 

Topic Recall 
Take a blank page. Write a topic heading. From memory alone, write everything you 
know about that topic — cases, sections, principles, exceptions. Then check against 
your Master Document. Gaps are your next revision targets. 

 

Issue-
Spotting 

Drills 

Problem Question Practice 
Take a 1-paragraph hypothetical fact pattern (from past papers or self-created). List 
every legal issue it raises. Then check — did you miss any? This is the core skill 
tested in problem questions. 

 

Teach-
Back 

Method 

Peer Explanation 
Explain a topic out loud to a classmate — or to yourself — without notes. If you cannot 
explain it simply and accurately, you have not understood it well enough. Teaching is 
the highest form of knowing. 

 

Past Paper Strategy — How to Use Them Properly 
Most students use past papers wrong — they read the question, think 'I know this', and move on. 
This produces a false sense of readiness. 

• Write the full answer, under timed conditions, on paper — always 
• Do not stop mid-answer to check notes — complete the answer first, then audit it 
• After writing, mark your own answer: What law did you cite? What did you miss? Was your 

structure logical? 
• Repeat every question you score yourself below 70% on at least once more 
• In Phase 4, aim for at least 2 timed past paper answers per subject 

 

PHASE 05  Answer Writing Mastery  [ WEEK 1 ] 
Week 1 — The art of converting knowledge into marks 

 
Knowledge without the ability to communicate it in an exam format does not score well. Phase 5 is 
entirely about refining how you write answers — the structure, the citation style, the time 
management. 

The 4-Part Law Exam Answer Structure 
This structure works for both problem questions and theoretical questions in Indian law exams: 

ISSUE State the legal question the problem raises. 
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Use the phrase: 'The issue in this question is whether...' or 'The principal 
question arising is...' 
For theory questions: 'The concept of [X] involves the following key 
principles...' 

 

RULE 

State the applicable law — statute section and/or case law. 
'Under Section ___ of the ___ Act, [state the rule].' or 'As held by the Supreme 
Court in ___ v. ___, (Year)...' 
Always cite the statute before the case. The statute is primary; the case 
interprets it. 

 

APPLICATION 

Apply the rule to the specific facts given in the question. 
This is where most marks are earned — and where most students are 
weakest. 
Do not just restate the rule. Show HOW it applies: 'In the present case, X has 
[done Y], which satisfies / does not satisfy [element Z] because...' 

 

CONCLUSION 

State your conclusion directly and clearly. 
'Therefore, X is/is not liable for...' or 'The contract is/is not enforceable 
because...' 
Avoid fence-sitting. If the question is genuinely ambiguous, state both 
conclusions but identify which is stronger and why. 

 

Time Management During the Exam 
Law exams reward students who manage time well. A student who writes 4 complete, well-
structured answers scores more than a student who writes 3 perfect ones and runs out of time. 

Question Type Time Allocation Strategy 

Long / Essay 
Question (15–20 
marks) 

35–40 minutes Plan for 5 min (outline), write for 30 min, review 
for 3 min. Use headings and sub-headings within 
the answer. 

Problem / 
Hypothetical Question 
(15–20 marks) 

35–45 minutes Identify all issues first (2 min). Then apply IRAC 
to each issue in sequence. Do not miss a sub-
issue. 

Medium Answer (10 
marks) 

20–25 minutes Tighter IRAC. 2–3 cases max. Conclude clearly. 
No padding. 

Short Answer (5 
marks) 

8–10 minutes Define the concept, cite one case or section, give 
one example. Three to four crisp sentences. 

Reading time (if 
available) 

10–15 minutes Read every question fully. Decide which to 
answer first (strongest) and last (weakest). 
Annotate key legal issues. 

 

What Examiners Look For — And What Loses Marks 
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What Earns Marks What Loses Marks 

Identifying the correct legal issue immediately Spending the first paragraph explaining what a 
contract is before getting to the point 

Citing the correct statute section with key words Writing 'there is a law which says...' without 
citing the section 

Applying the rule to the specific facts given Explaining the rule at length without applying it 
to the question's facts 

Citing relevant case law with ratio Citing case names without explaining what they 
decided 

Reaching a clear, reasoned conclusion Ending with 'therefore it depends on the 
circumstances' 

Structured answer with issue / rule / application 
headings 

Wall-of-text paragraphs with no structure 

Acknowledging competing arguments and 
explaining why one prevails 

One-sided analysis that ignores counter-
arguments 

Accurate spelling of case names and statute 
names 

Misspelling 'Kesavananda Bharati' or writing 
'Section 138 CPC' instead of 'NI Act' 

 

PHASE 06  Final 48 Hours & Exam Day  [ EXAM DAY ] 
The protocol that preserves everything you have built 

 

The Last 48 Hours — What to Do 
 

48 
Hours 

Out 

Final revision sweep — light, not deep 
Read only your Master Documents — not textbooks, not new material, not someone 
else's notes. 
Do one final case recall drill for each subject: close notes and write every case name 
you remember. 
Do NOT attempt full past papers — you need cognitive resources for the exam, not 
exhaustion from practice papers. 

 

24 
Hours 

Out 

Consolidation and preparation 
Morning: Re-read Master Document for the next day's exam subject. Focus especially 
on cases and sections you have flagged as 'must-know'. 
Afternoon: Prepare physically — stationery, hall ticket, ID proof, permitted materials. 
Evening: Stop studying at 8 PM. Read something light. Sleep by 10:30 PM. 
No new material. No WhatsApp groups discussing 'likely questions'. These create 
anxiety, not knowledge. 

 

Night 
Before 

Sleep is not optional 
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7–8 hours of sleep is not a luxury — it is part of your exam strategy. Sleep consolidates 
memory, sharpens recall, and stabilises the emotional regulation you need to think 
clearly under exam pressure. 
Students who sacrifice sleep to study one more hour consistently perform worse than 
those who sleep well. This is neuroscience, not motivation. 

 

Exam Day — Hour by Hour Protocol 
Time Activity Why 

Wake up Light breakfast, 
water, no heavy 
food 

Blood sugar stability supports sustained focus. Heavy meals 
cause drowsiness. 

Commute Read Master 
Document — 
cases and key 
sections only. No 
new material. 

A final, light review without pressure. Not cramming — 
refreshing. 

Arrive early Reach the exam 
hall 20–30 
minutes before. 
Find your seat, 
settle. 

Arriving rushed elevates cortisol and degrades early 
performance. 

Reading time Read ALL 
questions before 
writing a single 
word. Annotate 
legal issues 
mentally. 

Prevents the mistake of missing a question or 
misunderstanding what is asked. 

Question 
selection 

Begin with your 
strongest 
question — not 
the first question 
on the paper. 

Starting with confidence warms up your writing and builds 
momentum. 

Mid-exam Keep one eye on 
the clock. Move 
to the next 
question when 
time is up — do 
not perfect one 
answer at the 
expense of 
others. 

An incomplete answer on every question scores more than 
two perfect ones. 

Final 10 
minutes 

Review every 
answer: Have 
you concluded? 
Have you cited at 
least one case or 
section per 
answer? 

Quick final checks often recover 2–5 marks per paper. 

 

What to Do If You Blank Out in the Exam 
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• Stop. Breathe. Take 30 seconds before writing anything. 
• Write the legal issue first, even if you are unsure of the rule. Issues often unlock the analysis. 
• If you cannot remember a case name exactly, describe the principle: 'In a Supreme Court case 

concerning [topic], the court held that...' — partial credit is still credit. 
• If you cannot remember a section number, describe the provision: 'Under the provision dealing 

with [topic] in the [statute name], the rule is...' 
• Never leave a question blank — an attempt, even imperfect, almost always scores better than 

nothing. 
• Move on if stuck for more than 5 minutes. Come back to it. The act of writing other answers often 

unlocks the blocked memory. 

 

The 10 Most Common Exam Preparation Mistakes 
 

 

 Mistake What to Do Instead 

1 Starting with textbook page 1 
and reading forward 

Start with past paper analysis and triage. Know what 
matters before you read. 

2 Re-reading notes passively and 
calling it revision 

Active recall, blank page recall, and timed past paper 
writing. Testing beats reading. 

3 Treating all topics as equally 
important 

Past paper analysis reveals the high-frequency topics. 
Focus time proportionally. 

4 Studying until 2 AM the night 
before 

Stop at 8 PM. Sleep 7–8 hours. Exhaustion in the exam 
hall destroys performance. 

5 Not writing full answers under 
timed conditions 

Start timed answer writing from Week 2. Speed and 
structure are skills that need practice. 

6 Memorising answers verbatim 
from guides 

Examiners recognise template answers and mark them 
poorly. Apply law to facts — always. 

7 Citing cases you have only read 
the headnote of 

Only cite a case you can explain: name, court, year, 
ratio, one key fact. 

8 Skipping conclusion in exam 
answers 

Examiners notice if you analyse without concluding. 
Always end with a clear answer. 

9 Sharing notes and revising what 
others prioritised 

Your triage may differ. Build your own Master 
Document. Peer notes are supplementary. 

10 Waiting for 'perfect' 
understanding before practising 

You will never feel perfectly ready. Start writing answers 
from week 3. Imperfect practice beats perfect 
procrastination. 

 

6-Week Master Schedule — Quick Reference 
 

Use this as your weekly planning template. Adapt it to your specific exam timetable. 
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Week Phase Primary Focus 

Week 6 (6 
wks out) 

Phase 1 — Audit & 
Triage 

Subject inventory. Past paper analysis (5 years each 
subject). Triage table complete. Priority list built. 

Week 5 (5 
wks out) 

Phase 2 — 
Foundation Build 

Fill knowledge gaps on weak topics. Build/complete 
Master Document for all subjects. Case brief any 
unread judgments. 

Week 4 (4 
wks out) 

Phase 3A — Deep 
Revision Round 1 

Full revision of all subjects using 4-step method. Day 
per subject. Sunday rest. Timed answers begin. 

Week 3 (3 
wks out) 

Phase 3B — Deep 
Revision Round 2 

Second revision pass. Focus extra time on subjects still 
marked 'Weak'. First full past papers per subject. 

Week 2 (2 
wks out) 

Phase 4 — Active 
Recall 

Blank page recall. Flashcards. 2 full timed past papers 
per subject. Self-mark every answer. 

Week 1 (1 wk 
out) 

Phase 5 — 
Consolidation 

Master Document final read. Answer structure practice. 
Time management drills. No new content. 

Last 48 hrs Phase 6 — Final 
Protocol 

Light Master Doc read. Prepare materials. Stop at 8 
PM. Sleep 7–8 hrs. Exam morning protocol. 

 

A Final Word on Exam Preparation 
 

Law exams test one thing above everything else: your ability to reason from legal principles to 
conclusions, using the facts in front of you. They do not reward encyclopaedic memorisation. They 
reward structured, confident legal reasoning. 
 
The students who perform best in law exams are rarely the ones who read the most. They are the 
ones who understood what they read, organised it efficiently, practised retrieving it under pressure, 
and walked into the exam hall knowing the difference between what they know and what they only 
think they know. 

Build the strategy. Work the plan. Walk in ready. 
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