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HOW TO CHOOSE 

YOUR SPECIALISATION 

IN LAW SCHOOL 

 

The decision that shapes your career — made with clarity, not 
confusion 

 
Covers: 5-year exploration roadmap | 12 specialisation profiles | myth-busting | skills mapping | 

the questions that actually matter 
 

 

THE QUESTION THAT DEFINES EVERYTHING 
 
Most law students choose their specialisation the wrong way: by accident, by peer pressure, 
by following whoever seems most confident in the placement cell, or by defaulting to whatever 
subject they scored highest in during first year. This guide exists to help you make this choice 
deliberately. 
 
A well-chosen specialisation does three things for you: it makes you genuinely valuable to 
employers in a way that a generalist is not, it keeps you intellectually engaged so that you do 
not burn out at 32, and it gives you a clear direction for every other decision you make in law 
school — from internships to dissertation topics to extra-curricular choices. 
 
This guide covers: 

* Section 1 — Why and when to specialise (and what it really means) 
* Section 2 — The 5 myths about specialisation that hold students back 
* Section 3 — The 4-question framework for finding your natural fit 
* Section 4 — 12 specialisation profiles with career maps and 2026 growth signals 
* Section 5 — How to test a specialisation before committing to it 
* Section 6 — Year-by-year roadmap: what to do in each year of a 5-year law programme 
* Section 7 — The combination effect: how pairing two areas creates powerful 

positioning 
* Section 8 — Quick reference table and final decision checklist 

 

5 yrs 
Window to specialise 

Most students decide too late 

12 
Specialisation profiles 

Covered in this guide 

3x 
Salary premium 

Deep specialist vs generalist at 5 yrs 
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  1.  WHY SPECIALISE — AND WHAT IT ACTUALLY MEANS 

 
Specialisation does not mean you only know one thing. It means you know one area deeply enough 
that someone would specifically seek you out for it. The goal is not narrowness — it is distinctiveness. 
A generalist competes with every other generalist. A specialist competes only with other specialists in 
their area — a much smaller pool. 
 

What Specialisation IS 
* Depth in one or two areas that makes you 

the first call for those problems 
* A coherent story: your internships, 

dissertation, and moot court all point in one 
direction 

* A long-term competitive advantage that 
compounds with every year of practice 

* A filter that makes every decision easier: 
which internship, which elective, which 
journal 

* The foundation of a personal brand that 
precedes you into every room 

What Specialisation IS NOT 
* Ignoring every other area of law — you still 

need core competency across subjects 
* A permanent, irreversible life decision made at 

19 years old 
* The same as your favourite law school subject 

— real practice is different from academics 
* Something you can only do at an NLU — any 

law school student can specialise 
* A guarantee of employment — specialisation 

improves your odds, not your certainty 

 

clock  When Should You Start Thinking About This? 
Year 1 of law school is too early to commit but not too early to explore. Year 3 is the ideal window for 
a working hypothesis. By Year 4, you should have tested it through internships. Year 5 should see 
you executing with confidence. The mistake most students make is waiting until placement season to 
decide — by then it is reactive, not strategic. 

 
 

  2.  THE 5 MYTHS THAT HOLD LAW STUDENTS BACK 

 

MYTH 
You need to choose between corporate law and 
litigation — those are the only real paths. 

REALITY 
These are the two most visible paths, not the only 
valuable ones. Specialisations in technology law, 
environmental law, space law, ADR, healthcare, and 
competition law are growing faster than either 
traditional path and have far less competition at the 
entry level. 

 

MYTH 
Choosing a specialisation means you can never 
change your mind. 

REALITY 
Most successful lawyers pivoted at least once. A 
specialisation chosen in law school gives you a 
starting advantage — it does not handcuff you for 
life. Skills, relationships, and analytical ability 
transfer across areas far more than students expect. 
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MYTH 
You should specialise in whatever pays the most. 

REALITY 
Salary follows depth of expertise, not the other way 
around. The highest-paid lawyers in every area are 
those who became genuinely excellent at what they 
do — not those who chose the field because it 
appeared lucrative. Misaligned specialisation leads 
to mediocre performance and poor long-term 
outcomes. 

 

MYTH 
NLU students have an automatic advantage in 
specialisation — other colleges cannot compete. 

REALITY 
NLU students have access advantages in 
recruitment. But the depth of your specialisation — 
the quality of your internships, the focus of your 
dissertation, your moot court record in your area — 
is within your control regardless of college. 
Specialists from any law school who demonstrate 
real depth consistently outperform generalists from 
prestigious institutions. 

 

MYTH 
You need to know what you want to do before you 
can choose a specialisation. 

REALITY 
Most students do not know what they want to do 
because they have not been exposed to enough of 
the profession. The solution is not to wait for clarity 
— it is to generate it deliberately through 
internships, faculty conversations, and hands-on 
exposure. Clarity is a product of action, not 
reflection. 

 
 

  3.  THE 4-QUESTION FRAMEWORK — FINDING YOUR NATURAL 
FIT 

 
These four questions, answered honestly and in order, will produce a working hypothesis for your 
specialisation. A working hypothesis is not a final answer — it is a direction to test. Answer each 
question in writing. The act of writing forces a clarity that thinking alone does not produce. 
 

1 

Question 1: What Problems Do You Find Genuinely Interesting? 
* Not "what subjects did I score well in" — scores measure performance, not interest 
* Think about which news stories make you want to read further. Regulatory 

crackdowns? A landmark court judgment? A corporate fraud? A human rights case? 
* Which internship did you leave wishing you could go back? What were you doing in 

that internship? 
* Write down 5 real-world problems in society that you think law should address — what 

area of law governs each? 
* The answer to this question gives you the subject-matter dimension of your 

specialisation 
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2 

Question 2: What Kind of Work Do You Want to Do Day to Day? 
* This is about mode of practice, not subject matter: Do you want to argue in court? Draft 

documents? Advise on strategy? Research and write? Negotiate deals? 
* Litigators need specialisations that generate court work: criminal, constitutional, family, 

commercial disputes 
* Transactional lawyers need specialisations with deal-making: corporate, finance, real 

estate, M&A 
* Advisory lawyers need specialisations with regulatory complexity: data, fintech, 

environment, competition 
* The answer to this question gives you the practice mode dimension of your 

specialisation 

 

3 

Question 3: What Skills Do You Naturally Have or Want to Build? 
* Technical or science background: healthcare, pharmaceutical, IP (patents), 

environmental, space law 
* Strong with numbers and business: corporate, tax, insolvency, competition, banking 

and finance 
* Strong writer and researcher: academic law, public interest law, international law, 

constitutional 
* Strong communicator and relationship builder: litigation, ADR, client-facing advisory 
* Technology-oriented: AI law, data privacy, fintech, legal tech, ODR 
* The answer to this question gives you the competitive advantage dimension of your 

specialisation 

 

4 

Question 4: What Does the Market Actually Need in 2026 and Beyond? 
* Interest and skill must intersect with real demand — otherwise it is an academic 

exercise 
* Look at Bar Council of India enrolment trends, NLU placement reports, and law firm 

hiring patterns 
* Research which areas have the most unfilled positions and the fewest trained 

candidates 
* Emerging areas with low competition: data privacy, AI law, space law, ESG and climate 

law 
* Established areas with consistent demand: corporate law, litigation, taxation, IP 
* The answer to this question gives you the market viability dimension of your 

specialisation 

 

->  Where the Four Answers Converge 
Your specialisation lives at the intersection of your answers to all four questions. You are looking for 
an area where: (1) the problems interest you genuinely, (2) the day-to-day work suits your preferred 
mode of practice, (3) your natural skills apply, and (4) real market demand exists. That intersection is 
your working hypothesis. 
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  4.  12 SPECIALISATION PROFILES — WHAT YOU STUDY, WHERE 
IT LEADS, HOW IT GROWS 

 

Corporate and Transactional Law 
The bedrock of Indian commercial practice — and still one of the highest-demand areas 

What you study: 
Company law, M&A transactions, securities law, SEBI regulations, joint ventures, cross-border deals, due 
diligence, shareholder agreements, and corporate governance. 
Career paths: 
Tier 1 and Tier 2 law firm associate, in-house counsel at listed companies, investment banks, PE and VC 
funds, SEBI, MCA regulatory roles. 
2026 Growth Signal:  Stable and high-volume. India M&A at record levels in 2025-26. GIFT City creating 
new international deal flow. 

 

Dispute Resolution and Litigation 
Advocacy, argumentation, and the courtroom — a path that never goes out of demand 

What you study: 
Civil procedure, evidence law, commercial litigation, constitutional litigation, criminal appeals, High Court 
and Supreme Court practice, arbitration, and mediation. 
Career paths: 
Independent litigation practice, chambers of senior advocates, law firm disputes practice, in-house 
litigation management, judiciary (JMFC, Munsiff through state judicial services). 
2026 Growth Signal:  Consistently high demand. Judicial services expansion and ADR growth creating 
new pathways. 

 

Taxation Law 
The area every business needs, every year, without exception 

What you study: 
Direct tax, GST, international taxation, transfer pricing, tax treaties, advance rulings, tax litigation before 
tribunals, ITAT, High Courts and the Supreme Court. 
Career paths: 
Big 4 tax practice (Deloitte, EY, PwC, KPMG), Tier 1 firm tax practice, in-house tax counsel at large 
corporates, Tax Bar (ITAT practice), Income Tax Department. 
2026 Growth Signal:  Perennially high demand. GST litigation wave, transfer pricing disputes, and BEPS 
implementation driving significant growth. 

 

Intellectual Property Law 
India is the world's fourth-largest patent filer — and IP work is expanding fast 

What you study: 
Patent law, trademark registration and litigation, copyright, trade secrets, licensing and technology 
transfer, IP due diligence, domain name disputes, geographical indications. 
Career paths: 
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IP law firm associate, in-house IP counsel at pharma, FMCG, tech, media companies, Patent Office, 
Trademark Registry, IPAB (revived) practice. 
2026 Growth Signal:  Strong growth driven by pharma patent litigation, AI-generated IP questions, and 
India's expanding innovation ecosystem. 

 

Data Privacy and Cybersecurity Law 
The DPDP Act 2023 created an entire compliance industry — and very few trained lawyers 

What you study: 
Digital Personal Data Protection Act 2023, CERT-In obligations, cross-border data transfers, consent 
architecture, privacy impact assessments, cybersecurity incident response. 
Career paths: 
Law firm data practice, Data Protection Officer (legal) in-house, Big 4 legal advisory, privacy consultancy, 
government regulatory roles under DPDP framework. 
2026 Growth Signal:  Fastest-growing compliance area in India 2025-26. DPDP Rules implementation 
creating immediate demand. 

 

Environmental and Climate Law 
India's net-zero commitment and the global ESG wave are creating sustained new work 

What you study: 
Environmental Impact Assessment law, NGT practice, forest and wildlife law, climate change regulation, 
carbon credit trading, ESG disclosures, renewable energy project law. 
Career paths: 
NGT practice, environmental law firms, in-house ESG counsel at listed companies, MOEF, State PCB, 
green finance advisory. 
2026 Growth Signal:  Rapidly growing. CCTS launch, BRSR mandatory reporting, and clean energy 
investments generating sustained new work. 

 

Banking, Finance and Insolvency 
Structured finance, debt markets, IBC practice — consistent high-value work 

What you study: 
Banking regulation, loan documentation, structured finance, debt capital markets, IBC insolvency 
proceedings, NCLT practice, cross-border restructuring. 
Career paths: 
Tier 1 firm banking practice, in-house at banks and NBFCs, NCLT Bar, IBC resolution professionals, RBI, 
IFSCA GIFT City. 
2026 Growth Signal:  IBC generating massive NCLT practice. GIFT City expansion driving structured 
finance and cross-border work. 

 

Healthcare and Life Sciences 
India supplies 20% of global generic drugs — the legal needs are commensurate 

What you study: 
CDSCO regulations, drug approval processes, clinical trial law, Medical Device Rules, healthcare 
antitrust, pharma patent litigation, healthtech regulation. 
Career paths: 
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Law firm life sciences practice, in-house at pharma and medtech companies (Sun Pharma, Cipla, Biocon), 
CDSCO regulatory counsel, healthtech startup legal. 
2026 Growth Signal:  Strong and sustained. Healthcare M&A, AI diagnostics regulation, and CDSCO 
reform driving new demand. 

 

International Law and Diplomacy 
From PIL to trade law — international work for lawyers who think beyond borders 

What you study: 
Public international law, trade law (WTO, FTA), investment arbitration, diplomatic law, human rights law, 
international humanitarian law, international criminal law. 
Career paths: 
MEA, international law firms (London, Singapore, Geneva), international organisations (UN, ICSID, WTO), 
academic and research institutions, bilateral treaty advisory. 
2026 Growth Signal:  India's geopolitical rise creating new PIL and investment arbitration demand. 
Strong NLU pipeline for this area. 

 

Competition and Antitrust Law 
Big Tech investigations and the 2023 Amendment Act have energised this practice 

What you study: 
Competition Act 2002 (amended 2023), CCI investigations, merger control, dominance abuse, cartel 
investigations, digital market regulation. 
Career paths: 
Tier 1 firm competition practice, CCI, in-house competition counsel at Big Tech India, FMCG, telecom, 
and pharma companies. 
2026 Growth Signal:  High growth. Competition Amendment Act 2023 mandatory filings and Big Tech 
enforcement creating sustained work. 

 

Space and Emerging Technology Law 
India opened its space sector to private players in 2023 — the legal work followed 

What you study: 
Indian Space Policy 2023, IN-SPACe regulations, launch agreements, satellite licensing, spectrum law, AI 
governance, emerging tech regulation. 
Career paths: 
IN-SPACe, private launch companies (Skyroot, Agnikul), satellite operators, Tier 1 firm aerospace/tech 
practice, MeitY advisory. 
2026 Growth Signal:  Nascent but extremely fast-growing. Very few trained lawyers — early movers 
have a multi-year head start. 

 

ADR  Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Mediation Act 2023 and the ODR revolution have made ADR a standalone career path 

What you study: 
Arbitration law and practice, mediation (Mediation Act 2023), ODR systems, conciliation, institutional rules 
(MCIA, ICC, SIAC), enforcement of awards. 
Career paths: 
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MCIA, SAMA, Presolv360, Tier 1 firm disputes practice, independent mediator/arbitrator, law school 
faculty, NALSA ODR roles. 
2026 Growth Signal:  Fastest-growing in terms of new roles. ODR Policy 2023 and RBI mandates 
creating institutional demand. 

 

  5.  HOW TO TEST A SPECIALISATION BEFORE COMMITTING 

 
A working hypothesis means nothing until you test it against reality. The following testing methods 
should be used in parallel, not sequence. You are looking for the convergence of intellectual 
engagement, professional fit, and market viability. 
 

1 

The Internship Test 
* One focused internship in your hypothesised specialisation is worth more than five 

generic ones 
* Target: a law firm practice group, an in-house team, or a chamber that works 

specifically in your area 
* The question to answer: does the day-to-day work of this specialisation energise you or 

exhaust you? 
* If you leave the internship wanting to come back — strong signal. If you leave relieved 

— important signal too. 
* Do not interpret a bad internship supervisor as a bad specialisation — separate the two 

variables 

 

2 

The Dissertation Test 
* Choose your fourth or fifth-year dissertation topic in your hypothesised specialisation 
* A dissertation forces 4 to 6 months of deep engagement with one area — you cannot 

fake interest at that depth 
* If you find yourself reading beyond the required sources because you are genuinely 

curious — strong signal 
* If the research feels like a sentence to be served — reconsider before committing your 

career 
* A strong dissertation in a specialist area also becomes a writing sample and a 

conversation starter 

 

3 

The Practitioner Conversation Test 
* Have honest, in-depth conversations with 5 to 10 practitioners actively working in your 

area 
* The questions that matter: What does a typical week actually look like? What frustrates 

you about this work? 
* What do you wish you had known before entering this area? What skills matter most 

that nobody teaches? 
* You are testing alignment between the romanticised version of this area and the real 

one 
* Cold LinkedIn outreach to junior associates works well — they remember being where 

you are 
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4 

The Moot Court and Competition Test 
* Enter a moot court or academic competition in your hypothesised area 
* The preparation process — researching deeply, arguing the cases, drilling the 

questions — reveals a lot 
* If the research phase feels like exploration rather than obligation, that is meaningful 

information 
* Winning in your area builds your profile and reputation simultaneously — it is not just a 

test 
* Jessup (PIL), Vis (arbitration/commercial), NLSIU (corporate/civil), NLU Jodhpur (ADR) 

— each area has flagship competitions 

 

5 

The Writing Test 
* Write one short article or commentary on a current development in your hypothesised 

area 
* The act of writing forces you to understand an area at a deeper level than reading 
* If you find more to say than you expected — good signal. If you struggle to find 

anything interesting — important signal. 
* Publish on LinkedIn, a law school blog, or submit to a student law journal 
* A body of writing in one area is one of the most powerful differentiators at placement 

time 

 

  6.  YEAR-BY-YEAR ROADMAP — WHAT TO DO WHEN 

 

Year Explore Build Specialise 

Year 1 Read broadly across all 
law subjects with equal 
curiosity 

Identify 2-3 areas that 
seem more interesting 
than others 

No specialisation yet — this year is 
about orientation and foundation 

Year 2 Take electives and attend 
lectures beyond your 
curriculum in areas of 
interest 

First internship — choose 
a law firm, not a court, for 
exposure to transactional 
and advisory work 

Form a working hypothesis: "I am 
probably most interested in X 
area" 

Year 3 Test your hypothesis — 
internship specifically in 
your hypothesised area 

Join the moot court team 
for your area; start writing 
on it 

Begin building your personal 
network in the specialisation: 
faculty, practitioners, LinkedIn 

Year 4 Dissertation topic should 
be in your specialisation 
— signal and substance 
simultaneously 

Second targeted 
internship in the same 
specialisation (depth over 
breadth) 

Have practitioner conversations — 
refine your understanding of real 
vs academic practice 

Year 5 Execute with confidence 
— your story is now 
coherent and evidence-
backed 

All placement 
conversations should 
reflect your specialisation 
clearly 

Aim for your first post-graduation 
role specifically in your chosen 
area 

"You do not need to know everything in Year 1. You need to be curious 
about something. That curiosity, followed deliberately over five years, is 

what becomes a career." 
— Lawmento 
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  7.  THE COMBINATION EFFECT — PAIRING AREAS FOR RARE 
POSITIONING 

 
The most powerful specialist positioning in 2026 is not a single specialisation — it is a strategic 
combination of two areas that very few lawyers have simultaneously. These combinations create a 
category of one: someone who understands both the technology and the regulation, or both the 
science and the law. 
 

Combination Why It Is Powerful Example Roles 

Data Privacy + AI 
Law 

Almost no lawyer has deep 
competence in both — the DPDP Act 
and AI governance overlap constantly 

Chief Privacy Counsel, AI ethics advisor, 
MeitY policy consultant 

Corporate Law + 
Competition 

Every M&A transaction needs 
competition clearance — a dual-
specialist is rare and immediately 
valuable 

Competition clearance counsel at Tier 1, 
in-house M&A + competition lead 

Arbitration + 
Investment Law 

India's BIT programme generates 
investment arbitration; very few 
lawyers know both sides 

MCIA arbitrator, BIT counsel, ICSID 
respondent/claimant team 

Environmental 
Law + Project 
Finance 

Clean energy deals need both — 
environmental approvals AND 
financing documentation 

Green bond counsel, renewable project 
finance specialist 

Healthcare + IP Pharma patent litigation requires both 
clinical understanding and IP law depth 

Pharma IP litigator, biosimilar regulatory 
counsel 

Technology Law + 
ADR 

ODR platforms need lawyers who 
understand both the legal process and 
the technology 

ODR platform counsel, online mediation 
specialist, legal tech counsel 

Tax + Insolvency IBC restructuring constantly intersects 
with tax implications — very few 
understand both 

IBC resolution plan tax structuring, NCLT 
tax disputes counsel 

Criminal Law + 
Technology 

Cybercrime, digital evidence, and 
surveillance law need both 

Cybercrime prosecutor, digital evidence 
counsel, surveillance rights litigation 

 

*  The Combination Rule 
The combination only works if you have genuine depth in both areas — not surface-level familiarity 
with each. A lawyer who knows both data privacy and AI well is rare and valuable. A lawyer who 
knows neither well but lists both on their CV creates a negative impression. Depth in one area first. 
Then build the second. 
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  8.  QUICK REFERENCE — 12 SPECIALISATIONS AT A GLANCE 

 

Specialisation Best For Key Subject 
Overlap 

2026 
Demand 

Entry Path 

Corporate and 
Transactional 

Deal-makers, 
business-
oriented 
students 

Company Law, 
Contracts, 
Securities 

Very High Tier 1 firm placement, 
NLU/NLS advantage 

Dispute 
Resolution 

Court-oriented, 
argumentative 
students 

CPC, Evidence, 
Constitutional 

High — 
perennial 

Chambers, litigation firms, 
state judicial services 

Taxation Detail-oriented, 
numbers-
comfortable 

Tax statutes, 
Accounts, FEMA 

Very High — 
consistent 

Big 4, Tier 1 tax practice, 
ITAT Bar 

Intellectual 
Property 

Creative, 
science/tech 
background 
useful 

IP statutes, 
Technology, 
Trade Law 

High and 
growing 

IP firms, pharma in-house, 
Patent Office 

Data Privacy 
and 
Cybersecurity 

Tech-curious, 
compliance-
oriented 

IT Act, DPDP Act, 
Criminal Law 

Fastest 
growing 

Privacy consultancy, DPO 
roles, Big 4 legal 

Environmental 
and Climate 

Justice-
motivated, 
policy-oriented 

Environmental 
Law, 
Administrative 

Growing fast NGT practice, ESG counsel, 
MOEF 

Banking, 
Finance, 
Insolvency 

Finance-
oriented, deal-
structured 

Banking law, IBC, 
Company Law 

High — IBC-
driven 

Tier 1 banking practice, 
NCLT Bar, RBI 

Healthcare and 
Life Sciences 

Science 
background, 
detail-oriented 

Drug law, IP, 
Admin Law 

Strong and 
steady 

Pharma in-house, life 
sciences firms 

International 
Law 

Globally-
oriented, 
research-strong 

PIL, Trade Law, 
IHL 

Niche but 
prestigious 

MEA, international 
organisations, IB law firms 

Competition 
Law 

Economics-
minded, 
investigative 

Competition Act, 
Economics 

High and 
growing 

Tier 1 competition practice, 
CCI, Big Tech 

Space and 
Emerging Tech 

Early mover, 
technology-
oriented 

IT Act, Space 
Policy, IP 

Nascent — 
very low 
competition 

IN-SPACe, private space 
cos, MeitY 

ADR and 
Mediation 

Communication-
strong, process-
oriented 

Arbitration, 
Mediation Act, 
CPC 

Very high 
growth 

MCIA, ODR platforms, 
independent practice 
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  DECISION CHECKLIST — BEFORE YOU COMMIT 

 

The 10-Point Commitment Checklist 
* I have answered all four framework questions honestly and in writing 
* I have identified at least 2 specialisations that satisfy all four criteria 
* I have completed at least one internship in my chosen specialisation 
* I have spoken to at least 5 practitioners actively working in this area 
* My dissertation topic (or planned topic) is in this specialisation 
* I understand what the day-to-day work of this specialisation actually involves 
* I have written at least one article or commentary in this area 
* I have identified 3 to 5 specific employers or organisations I want to target 
* I understand the realistic entry salary and 5-year trajectory in this area 
* I have considered at least one complementary second specialisation 
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